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thing to which it could not apply in ordinary com-
monplace language.

By means of metaphors we express more vividly
and strikingly our feelings on any subject. We
draw our metaphors from many different sources.
Many of them naturally come from Nature, for the
facts of Nature are all around us. We speak of a
" sea of trouble " when we feel that the spirit is
overwhelmed by sadness so great that it suggests
the vastness of the sea swallowing up all that it
meets. Or we speak of a " storm of anger/* because
what takes place in a person's soul in such a state
is similar in some way to the confusion and force
of a storm in Nature. Again, an expression like a
" torrent of words " is made possible by our famil-
iarity with the quick pouring forth of water in a
torrent. By this expression, of course, we wish to
suggest a similar quick rushing of words. Other
expressions of this kind are " a wave of anguish/'
the " sun of good fortune/' and there are hundreds
of which every one can think.

Another source from which many metaphors have
come is war, which has given men some of the
most vivid action possible to humankind. Thus
we speak of " a war of words/' of a person " plun-
ging into the fray/' when we mean that he or she
joins in a keen argument or quarrel. Or we speak
more generally of the " battle of life/* picturing the
troubles and difficulties of life as the obstacles
against which soldiers have to fight in battle. Shake-